Developments in Dementia Advocacy

Exploring the role of advocates in supporting 

people with dementia

This new publication looks at the ways in which understanding of dementia advocacy has developed over the last 5 years. Being an effective advocate for people with dementia makes particular demands on the skills and knowledge of the advocate and requires the use of a range of different approaches. Working as an advocate with people with diminished or no capacity to instruct challenges some of the basic principles of advocacy. It demands that advocates constantly question their own practice and principles in order to represent the people they support. This new publication explores these issues in depth and illustrates the dilemmas through many case studies drawn from the files of Westminster Advocacy Service for Senior Residents. 

The author, Sally Wells, is Senior Dementia Advocate with Westminster Advocacy Service for Senior Residents and co-ordinator of the Dementia Advocacy Network. With this book, she has contributed to the ongoing debate about the nature of and need for “non-instructed” advocacy. The book focuses on advocacy for people with dementia but also contributes to the debate and exploration of “non-instructed advocacy” as it develops in the UK.
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Sally Wells 2006 London: Westminster Advocacy Service for Senior Residents 

Advocacy with people with dementia is a new and dynamic area of work which is becoming increasingly integrated with other sorts of services. This new book is an indispensable resource for anyone who is working in the field and for service providers who have contact with advocacy services. It will also be useful for students and researchers, and anyone who is interested in what it really means to engage with the person and try to understand their experiences and needs. 

The author is a very experienced practitioner (both in terms of work with people with dementia generally and in her role as an advocate), and the book has been published by the Westminster Advocacy Service for Senior Residents, a very well-respected advocacy organisation. It is written a clear, direct way which avoids jargon, and there are numerous accounts of situations in which advocates have worked which illustrate issues and approaches. 

The book brings together pertinent information about the development of advocacy with people who have dementia, discusses the various models such a service can take, and approaches used. It examines a range of practical and ethical issues which commonly arise in this area, including that of consent. Advocacy with people with dementia is still a very recently established field, and there remain many important questions about how it can and should work. The honesty and openness of the author in acknowledging the extent to which advocacy workers are “required to draw on their ethical and moral compass” in the course of their activities, for example, is admirable and welcome. 

Very well worth obtaining, reading and keeping on a nearby shelf.

It is available through the WASSR website.
